
The internationally
acclaim

ed G
erm

an fem
ale

chorus
Pfälzische Kurrende

w
as founded in 1985 by

conductor Carola Bischoff,
w

ho still is head and heart
of the chorus.
The voices are selected and
form

ed by the conductor,
in order to create a special
sound, and thus allow

ing
her to perform

 her selection
of m

usic at a high
international level.

The chorus w
on the first

prize in the Germ
an National

Choral Com
petition in 2002

and the third prize in the
International Choral Contest
in Tolosa

/Spain in 2004.
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The singers’ repertoire
contains traditional as w

ell
as m

odern m
usic; sacred

and secular, and pieces
especially w

ritten for the
Pfälzische Kurrende.
The special perform

ances
of this chorus, w

ith various
form

ations and gestures,
have m

oved the listeners
both at hom

e and abroad.

pfälzische KURRENDE

conducted by
Carola Bischoff
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For the first tim
e

on tour in the US
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The origin of the Kurrende
singers in G

erm
any dates

back to the M
iddle Ages.

Students used to w
alk

from
 door to door to offer

their services for holidays,
w

eddings and funerals.

Around Christm
as tim

e they
also used to sing carols in
order to collect alm

s.

The Latin w
ord currere,

m
eaning “to w

alk”, led
to the nam

e of these
“w

alking choirs”. W
ith their

special robes, the Kurrende
singers are still w

ell know
n

as part of the fam
ous

Christm
as Pyram

ids.

A Christm
as Pyram

id is
a Christm

as decoration
that has its roots in the
Erzgebirge (Ore M

ountains)
of Germ

any but has becom
e

popular throughout.
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The tradition of Kurrende
singers is still alive in
G

erm
any, often they are

connected to a parish,
but m

ost singers neither
w

alk nor w
ear special

robes today.

In one of the old heart-
lands of G

erm
any, dow

n
south on the grape-grow

ing
slopes of the Rhine Valley,
is the ancient city of
N

eustadt, capital of the
Palatine region.

This is w
here the

Pfälzische Kurrende,
the Palatine Kurrende
singers, com

e from
.

In spring 2007 this chorus
can be heard in the US for
the first tim

e.

Carola Bischoff, founder
and conductor of the
Pfälzische Kurrende, is a
m

usic teacher and a church
m

usician at the Paulus-
Kirche (St. Pauls church)
in N

eustadt.
There she w

orks w
ith

children in a beginner's
chorus, w

ith adults in the
church choir and, of course,
w

ith the Kurrende.

Apart from
 this local w

ork,
she is a m

em
ber of the

national board of
“Conductors for young
people”, and she is often
invited as a jury m

em
ber in

choral com
petitions.
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